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Embracing its place
An Arts and Crafts estate branches out from tradition

BY ERIKA HOWSARE, PHOTOGRAPHY BY VIRGINIA HAMRICK
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having too many formal spaces. And with their 
kids ranging in age from 17 to 24, attracting 
them and their friends to spend time here was 
also a priority. “The home is convenient and 
comfortable for people to come and hang out 
in,” said Alan. Last summer, the couple’s son 
brought home some friends from college to 
help put up hay, and then the party gathered for 
dinner on the curved stone deck in the back.

Other times, guests avail themselves of the 
home theater in the basement, ping pong and 
pool tables or the poolhouse and hot tub a short 
walk from the house. When they inevitably end 
up hanging around the kitchen, they find them-
selves under a barrel-vault ceiling that makes 
the kitchen feel both spacious and cozy. A large 
central island, topped with granite, stands in 
contrast to the soapstone counters around the 
outside of the room. A soapstone woodstove 
radiates heat near the kitchen table.

The Van Cliefs are busy embracing their new 
rural lifestyle, planting berry bushes and fruit 
trees, observing hawks living near their creek, 
and above all, drinking in the views from every 
room of the house. “When we’re here,” said 
Cyndra, “we wanted to feel like there’s no place 
we’d rather be.”—Erika Howsare

THE BREAKDOWN
10,000 square feet (main house), 900 square feet 
(pool house)

Structural system: Insulated concrete formed 
foundation; wood framing

Exterior material: Stone and stucco

Interior finishes: Oak flooring, painted gypsum 
wallboard, painted wood trim

Roof materials: Clay tiles

Window system: Marvin Windows

Mechanical systems: Geothermal heat pump

General contractor: Robb Construction 

Custom or innovation features: Sculptural stair 
by John Rubino; landscape architecture by 
Waterstreet Studio 
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Poolhouse rock
Swimming being a favorite family pastime, the Van 
Cliefs decided to install an outdoor pool and pool- 
house. And with these sited some distance from 
the main house, the poolhouse could have its own 
style, quite distinct from that of the home. Architects 
arrived at a design that, despite being distinctly 
modern, carries its own references to local tradition.

Tucked against a small hillside, the poolhouse is 
a bit like a springhouse from a traditional Virginia 
farmstead. Its curved roof dives nearly to ground 
level in the back, then soars up at the front to 
create an open wall that faces the pool.

Inside, the poolhouse reflects what the clients 
began to call it during the design phase: “The 
Spa.” Shades of green on the walls and floor 
were chosen to be reminiscent of lichen and 
moss. The ceiling is natural wood. A sauna and 
changing rooms line up along the back, while a 
large hot tub, deep enough to tread water in, 
occupies the front. 

Its design is a recreation of a swimming hole in 
a soapstone quarry. Rather than climbing up, one 
steps down into it, a soapstone-tiled cube cut into 
the floor. Its rear wall is a sheer “cliff” of 
soapstone tile that continues underwater, like a 
quarry wall.—E.H.

MAIN FLOOR

    1. Entry Hall

    2. Coat Closet

    3. Lavatory

    4. Living Room

    5. Music Room

    6. Screened Porch

    7. Library

    8. Master Bedroom

    9. Closet

  10. Bath

  11. Dining Room

  12. Family Dining

  13. Kitchen

  14. Garage

  15. Bath

“The house is Arts and Crafts, pushing modern,” said homeowner Cyndra Van Clief. Kitchen cabinets are maple and flooring is red oak, while more contemporary notions are evident in the appearance 
of glass and metal. A dramatic steel and wood staircase with open treads, designed by John Rubino, extends from the music room.
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